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Among the so-called civilized nations there are very few people 
who deny Christ’s humanity. Everyone who is somewhat acquainted 
with the contents of the Bible will admit that Jesus Christ was a 
true man, a man as we are, having both body and soul, endowed 
‘with reason, and able to do the things for which man has been cre- 
ated. Yea, some even go further than this, saying: ‘‘Jesus was an 
illustrious man, a great man, His sympathy and compassion for 
His fellow beings in their sufferings ran high, filled His noble soul, 
and pressed tears from His eyes. He was a moral man, a type of 
manhood that has thus far not been surpassed, not even reached 
and equaled. He was free from those many distracting passions that 
men of this age are slaves of —they had no inlet into His virtuous 
and pure soul. He was the very ideal of manhood in every respect, 
and for this reason men should imitate Him, should follow the ex- 
ample He has given in His conduct.” 

That Christ was more than a mere man they do not see. That 
in this person, whom the Bible calls the Christ, was also a divine 
nature with which the human was united, is denied. We, however, 
know from the Scriptures, and are divinely convinced, that Jesus is 
not only true man, but also true God. Peter replies to Christ’s 
question, ‘‘Whom say ye that I am?”’ in the words: ‘“Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’’ This passage alone suffices to 
establish the fact which many so strenuously deny to their destruc- 
tion. Again it is written, ‘‘When the fullness of the time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law.”’ 
At the baptism of Christ the Father says: “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.’? On the Mount of Transfiguration we 
hear the same words: ‘This is my beloved Son.’’ So plenteous are 
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the proofs that Christ is the Son of God, both in the Old and in the 
New Testament, that, if you deny the divinity of our Savior, you 
may just as well discard your Bible. For what is it to you without 
Christ’s divinity? Itis but a book of precepts and morals. Without 
Christ, as the Scriptures set Him forth, we have no salvation, for we 
know that no mere man nor angel from heaven was able to atone for 
the sins of the world. Hence it was necessary that our Savior should 
be more than man or angel, and the Bible teems with clear evidences 
that He truly was the Son of the Almighty God. 

Also our Gospel-text treats of the Christ that came into this sin- 
laden world, and it gives us two admirable views of Him, to which 
I invite your prayerful attention :— 


I. Jesus suffering; II. Jesus saving. 


I: 

That the Savior should suffer was stated in Paradise, when God 
said that the Seed of the woman would bruise the Serpent’s head, 
and the Serpent would bruise His heel. There already it was fore- 
told that the Savior would suffer something from the old Serpent, 
Satan, though the manner was then not specified. Later on the 
bloody sacrifices, offered by the priests of the Old Covenant, pre- 
figured Christ and told of His suffering. When, for example, the 
sin-offering was made, an animal was brought and the sinner would 
lay his hand upon the animal’s head, whereupon the animal was 
slain, and burned upon the altar. This was a type of the Messiah 
who was to come. You will notice that blood was shed. Why? 
Because as we read, ‘‘ Without shedding of blood is no remission.’’ 
At bloodshed there is suffering. Moreover, there are also many 
predictions in the prophetic writings of the Messiah’s suffering, 
the most noteworthy of which is that grand chapter of Isaiah, 
where such expressions are used as ‘‘Stricken, smitten of God, af- 
flicted, wounded, bruised, chastised, oppressed, cut off out of the 
land of the living,’’ all of which point to suffering, intense suffering. 
In this manner we may pass over the Old Testament writings and 
we shall find that He who was to come into this world, the true 
Messiah, had to suffer. That fact.is plain. It is true, how or in 
what manner these sufferings would end, whether the Messiah 
would be crucified or slain by the sword, was not revealed, being 
not essential, but that He had to suffer in order to save was very 
clearly put. 

Jesus Himself also foretold His great suffering and passion, as 
we see from our text. ‘‘Then He took unto Him the twelve, and 
said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that 
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are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be ac- 
complished.”’ We have here the purpose for which Christ goes up 
to Jerusalem: not for pleasure’s sake, as some foolishly claim; not 
for honor’s sake, to be seen and admired by the multitudes, as others 
endeavor to make us believe; but Jesus goes up to the city that all 
the writings of the prophets respecting the Son of man may be ful- 
filled. It was the fulfilling of those great predictions concerning 
Him that led to His going up to Jerusalem. Prophecy, if not ful- 
filled in Jesus, would compel us to look for another Messiah, as the 
Jews are still doing; but as all the prophetic writings concerning 
the Anointed One are precisely fulfilled in Jesus, He must be the 
Messiah. 

Prophets foretold His suffering, Jesus reiterates it. He says: 
“For He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, 
and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall scourge 
Him, and put Him to death: and the third day He shall rise 
again.’’ He will be delivered into the hands of the heathen, of 
people that do not belong to Israel after the flesh. Jew and Gen- 
tile, the two classes into which the Bible divides the human race 
when speaking of covenant grace, shall take part in executing the 
wrath of the Almighty on Him. They go together to fulfill what is 
written by the prophets. He was delivered to the heathen. They 
mock Him, deride Him, laugh at Him, make Him the target of 
scorn. The Roman soldiers, the Gentiles, did this. They put a 
purple robe on Him, platted a crown of thorns, placed it on His 
head, and then proclaimed Him a king. They surrounded Him, 
bent their knees before Him, adoring Him as the King of the Jews. 
They blindfolded Him and smote Him in the face, saying, ‘‘Tell us, 
who smote Thee?’’ They mocked Him as a king and as a prophet, 
since He had stated that He was both. ‘‘He shall be spitefully en- 
treated.’’ They treated and handled Him wantonly, violently, in- 
solently, outrageously. Prisoners, condemned to death, in the 
present time are well treated; they are not given to a band of 
rough and rude soldiers to buffet them, as in those days. The Son 
of man, however, was roughly dealt with the night before His cru- 
cifixion; the insolence, arrogance, hatred, and malice of the soldiers 
was heaped upon Him in dense volleys. ‘‘And He shall be spitted 
on.” If there is anything shameful and detestable, it is to spit in a 
man’s face. You can hardly make a person more contemptible 
than by stepping up to him in the presence of others and spitting 
at him. Contempt and detestation cannot be expressed in a stronger 
manner. To laugh at a person is bad, to sneer at him is worse, but 
to spit on him is so far below both that it cannot be compared to 
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them. And our Savior was spit on. It is expressly stated by the 
evangelists that the soldiers spit in His face, not once, but repeatedly. 
O shameful treatment! “And they shall scourge Him’’ —a punish- 
ment inflicted on criminals and not on innocent persons. It was 
very painful, lacerating and flaying the entire back and making it 
a mass of bloody gore. Christ underwent this also. Pilate, in or- 
der to appease the Jewish rabble, had Him scourged, believing that 
it would be satisfactory to the Jews. But it proved not so. He was 
put to death. They killed Him; they murdered Him; they cruci- 
fied Him. This death is the climax of ill-treatment; they could 
not add to it. His suffering on the cross was as intense as it could 
be. It was a shameful manner of executing men, and only great 
criminals were thus dealt with. People seeing Him hanging on the 
accursed tree said within themselves: ‘‘This is, no doubt, a great 
outlaw, a man that has committed some heinous crime; justice is 
now receiving payment; indeed, He deserves the punishment!”’ - 
That, no doubt, was the opinion of those who saw Him on the 
cross. And if we were placed before a sight such as this, we would 
judge as they did; we would say: “The man that suffers such a 
cruel death must be guilty of a grave offense.’’ How is it in this case? 

Men found no fault in Christ. He did nothing worthy of death. 
The accusations laid at His door were false and did not agree. In 
no court of to-day where justice and equity prevail would a man be 
found guilty on the strength of the evidence that nailed Jesus to the 
cross. Pilate, the Governor, definitively states that he finds no fault 
in Him; he washes his hands in the presence of the multitude to 
show that he does not wish to be held responsible for this execu- 
tion; he consents to it merely to please the fanatic Jews and to gain 
their favor. So Jesus is innocent? Yes; before man He is. He 
did nothing, nor had He said anything worthy of death. Strange, 
strange that He should suffer so many things! Human reason un- 
derstands it not. All that reason, however enlightened, however 
versed in equity, can tell you is, It is a judicial murder, the death 
of an innocent person. 

This is well shown in the case of the twelve disciples in the 
text. ‘‘And they understood none of these things: and this saying 
was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were 
spoken.’’ The apostles had been with Jesus, had seen the great 
and many miracles that He had wrought, had confessed that He 
was the Christ, the Son of the living God, that was to save His 
people from their sins; they knew the Scriptures, as Jesus had 
often expounded them in their presence; hence they knew that 
Jesus had to suffer—and yet they understood not His prophecy: 
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’ How came this? Because, departing from the Word, they followed 
their reason. Hence, though they understood His words, for these 
were clear and plain, they understood not the things of which He 
spoke. We perhaps judge them very stupid and dull of compre- 
hension; but be not surprised if I tell you that by nature you are 
exactly the same, just as slow to see and understand, just as dull 
and blunt to comprehend as they were. These things are hidden 
also from you by nature. How is this? 

In spiritual things man knows nothing, he is dead, and cannot 
by his own power see the light which shines so brightly in the Scrip- 
tures. Asa stranger coming to a strange, unknown city of which he 
has neither heard nor read, so is man without enlightenment of the 
Spirit. You may read the words, the verses, the chapters, the books 
of your Bible, and you will perhaps consider it a beautiful book con- 
taining many nice things, clad in nice language. But you will not 
understand it; not until the Spirit of God enters your heart, opens 
your eyes, unlocks the spiritual sense of the Scriptures, can you see, 
comprehend, and know what is said to you. The Word then first 
becomes a living word to you, and you then first comprehend the 
great things you did not understand before. Ah, happy day in’ 
man’s life when he is brought to see, when his eyes are opened to 
gaze on the comfort and consolation contained in Bible truths! It 
is then, also, that we begin to stake our eternal interests, our hope 
of salvation, upon Him who here predicts what shall befall Him. 

This Spirit dwells in the Word, for which reason the Word is 
called efficacious, 7. e., it is not a dead word, as other words are, but 
a living word, having life in itself and imparting it to man. Those 
among you who have not experienced this in their own hearts will 
not understand this, much less believe it, for sin has so distracted 
man that this and all other Scripture truths are foolishness, they 
are meaningless words to him; but he that has, been led to see this 
in his own case knows better than my feeble tongue can tell him 
how true this is. There are thousands and thousands of examples 
and proofs that could be cited to establish this, how by God’s grace 
people were led to see what man by nature can never, never attain to. 
There are, no doubt, some among us who can testify to this truth. 

This is a good test to ascertain whether you are a believer or 
not, whether you are on the way to heaven or journeying to hell. Is 
the Bible with its great truths a meaningless, spiritless book to you, 
a book that you do not deem worthy of reading and studying? Then, 
I fear, hell with its unquenchable flames is the place you are travel- 
ing to! But is this Book and its contents interesting, cheering, and 
full of meaning to you, a book that you gladly peruse and whose 
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teachings you willingly receive and obey, then you are God’s child 
though you unwillingly sin much every day. Or, placing you before 
another scene: what means the inhuman suffering on yonder hill, 
on Calvary? Why is the Son of God and man affixed to the shame- 
ful cross? Why are His hands and feet perforated by nails and 
bleeding? Why is that head and countenance ‘‘bleeding from cruel 
crown of thorn’??? Do you not know? Lo, you are no Christian 
if you are ignorant on this point. But if you turn to that cross 


and say: 
Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! 


Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us; 

Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou agonizing Savior, 

Bearer of our sin and shame! 
By Thy merits we find favor: 

Life is given through Thy name, — 


then you are a true Christian. But this leads me to the second part 
of our discourse: Jesus saving. 


II. 


The second part of our text tells us that, while Jesus was draw- 
ing near to Jericho with a large concourse of people, a blind man 
sitting by the wayside, begging, cried, ‘‘Jesus, Thou Son of David, 
have mercy on me!’’ Those going before commanded him to be 
silent; but he cried so much the more: ‘‘Thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me!’’ Jesus halted, had the blind man brought to Him, 
and asked him what he desired. And the blind man said: ‘‘Lord, 
that I may receive my sight.’”’ Jesus said: ‘‘Receive thy sight; 
thy faith hath saved thee.’? And immediately he received his sight, 
seeing as well as any other person. Jesus saving! 

We have here, in this man, a picture of the human race. As 
already stated, natural man cannot see, the rays of supernal light 
have not penetrated into the dark crannies of his heart. Man, by 
nature, is blind, not purblind, not suffering from impaired sight; 
no, he is blind—not blindfolded, there is nothing artificial about 
it; no, he is naturally blind. Here is the proof: “The natural man,”’ 
7. e., man as he is born into the world, ‘‘receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.’’ This blind- 
ness is caused by sin. Sin casts us out of the presence of God; sin 
shuts us out of heaven; sin deprives us of all good; sin turns us 
away from our Creator; sin places us by the wayside perfectly blind. 
And were we to remain here we would pass out of this miserable life 
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into a life more miserable, where shades of eternal night hover over 
the lost. Oh, the deadly work of sin! 

I have often wished that I could depict sin, this monster, in all 
its glaring colors. It is more heinous than the hyena, more hideous 
than a gibbering maniac, more horrid than a stalking apparition, 
more dreadful than a yawning gulf, blacker than night, greater than 
the ocean, more fatal than the strongest poison. Alas, who can 
fathom sin? You might as well try to fathom the ocean as to fathom 
this bottomless gulf: so deeply is sin engrafted into man. This is 
no dream of mine, but a reality of Scripture. For example, there 
is not one person present who is not a murderer. Here is the proof: 
‘‘Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer!’? Show me the man 
that never hated his fellow-man! It will be a hard task to find such 
a one. And perhaps there are some present who still hate a brother 
or sister in the Lord. Unto such John says: ‘‘He that hateth his 
brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.’’ 

Ah, sin, what a horror, what a deformity, what a monstrosity 
thou art! Look at yourself, O man, to see the ravings of this evil 
. monster. David bemourned it; Peter shed tears over it; Paul cried 
to God concerning it; and Jesus Christ died for it! That is the rea- 
son why Jesus suffered, though innocent and blameless before man. 
The Jews found no guilt in Him; the Gentiles found no fault in 
Him; but the Lord of heaven laid upon Him the iniquity of us all— 
divine justice held Him guilty for our sins. Our sins were laid upon 
Him, and He paid for every one of them. This is a clear and plain 
teaching of the Bible, for it is written: ‘“The Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all,’’ and, ‘‘He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

It is not only necessary to know this, for the devils in hell know 
it also, but you must believe it, for faith alone can give you an in- 
terest in it. Many grope in the dark concerning this matter of be- 
lieving. They hear that Christ died for the sins of all, yet they are 
told they must believe in Him if they would obtain eternal life. 
“Why must I believe if the whole world is redeemed ?’’ they say. 
‘*What is the use of having faith?’’? Remember, you do not receive 
eternal life “‘on account of faith.’? Faith is no meritorious work on | 
account of which you deserve life. Faith is but the means of ob- 
taining, is merely instrumental in receiving the grace of God in 
Christ. It is arrogance to hold up to God your going to church, 
your sufferings and your trials, and your many good works; for 
these things are of no value in obtaining salvation—they are dross 
and dung; but to plead Christ’s merits, His payment for sin, and 
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for the sake of these to ask mercy is a God-pleasing and scriptural 
prayer. 

Though faith is no work with which to merit salvation, yet it 
is necessary for him that wishes to see life. The human race owed 
the great debt of sin. God demanded payment. Christ paid the 
debt with His blood. When Jesus, expiring on the cross, said, ‘‘It 
is finished!’’ the enormous debt was canceled. On it was written 
with Jesus’ blood: ‘‘Paid.’? Every man’s sins were then atoned 
for, ours as well as Peter’s and Paul’s. Would the sinner now be 
saved, then this payment of Christ must be placed to his credit, 
must become his own, and this is done by faith, for faith appro- 
priates Christ’s merit. What can it profit a man though he knows 
that Christ is the Savior of the world, if he believes not that Jesus 
is his Savior? It would be far better had he never, never heard 
of Jesus, for it only makes his damnation worse. Hence Christ’s 
bloody sacrifice for sin must be yours; you must be able by faith 
to call it your own should it avail you anything. O see the great 
necessity of faith! 

It was faith that saved the blind man. Jesus says to him, ‘‘Re- 
ceive thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee.’’ He believed in Christ. 
Asking what the noise of the multitude meant, he is told, ‘‘Jesus 
of Nazareth is passing by.’’ He cries: ‘‘Jesus, Thou Son of David, 
have mercy on me!’’ He calls Jesus ‘“‘Son of David,’’ the name 
‘ given the Messiah in the Old Testament. He confesses Jesus to be 
the Christ, the Savior of the world, and pleads for mercy in his own 
behalf. That is faith, looking to Christ for help and deliverance. 
And his request is granted. Since he believed he is saved. 

Have I such faith? This question should be seriously con- 
sidered by each and everyone. DoI, as the blind man by the way- 
side, look to the Lamb of God that was sacrificed on the tree? Am 
I a Christian? This is a question that must be answered if you 
would inherit eternal life. This question is personal; it concerns 
everyone; man’s eternal destiny hangs on it. Am I a believer in 
Christ or not? There is nothing else that can save you, not even 
the whole earth with all her imagined desirabilities. Am I a be- 
liever in Christ or not? is the tremendous, awe-striking interroga- 
tion on which your salvation hinges. It may not be brought to your 
mind again, dear friend. You may leave the house of God this 
morning never to return. You may forget the question; but it will 
call on you again when you are lying on your couch ready to breathe 
your last, when your pulse is fluctuating between life and death, 
when your eyes are staring over the walls of time into the dark 
future of eternity, when you see Satan standing near you. Ah, 
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deathly paleness will settle on your brow, and back will come the 
question like the heavy roll of thunder: ‘‘AmI a Christian?” But 
ere you have time to answer, you shall be no longer among the liv- 
ing. Again this question'will come up in yonder world in the form: 
‘Were you a Christian?’ and the dead silence which follows tells 
you the heart-rending sentence: ‘‘I am no Christian!’’ O death, 
what a horrid surprise you will be to such! O eternity, what terror 
and agony you will bring to them! Then will be answered for ever, 
O man, what you so foolishly neglected to answer on earth, whether 
you are a Christian at heart or not! 

Yet one truth of our text, and I shall have done. I wish to 
show you a bit of wisdom. Jesus was on His journey to Jerusalem. 
He was passing through the cities of Judea for the last time. The 
blind man by the wayside, when told that Christ was near, asked 
not whether this was the last time He was going to come to Jericho. 
Some people do this when they think, ‘‘I am young and strong and 
have yet many years before me; I shall have many opportunities to 
hear of Christ; I will tarry for awhile; wait until Jesus of Nazareth 
passeth again.’ The blind man was wiser. It was the first oppor- 
tunity he had, and he availed himself of that, and cried, ‘‘Thou Son 
of David,’’ my Savior, ‘‘have mercy on me!’ See, that is true wis- 
dom, not in putting the welfare of your soul off, risking it to time, 
but making use of the first chance to call on Jesus for mercy. It 
was the first time the blind man heard that Jesus was near by, and 
he earnestly wished to be healed. Disregarding the rebuke of the 
multitude, he continued calling to Him who could make him see. 
And it was the last time that Jesus of Nazareth passed through that 
region before His passion. Ah, Jesus of Nazareth is passing by to- 
day! He is present, offering His salvation everywhere where the 
Word of God is proclaimed in all its purity, hence also here. Will 
you cry to Him for mercy? You are blind, will you see? Go to 
Him! Why delay? He is passing; grasp the opportunity, and say: 
‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

O all ye heavy-laden, come! 

Here is pardon, comfort, rest, and home! 
Ye wanderers from a Father’s face, 
Return, accept His proffered grace! 


Ye tempted ones, there’s refuge nigh: 
‘‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth by!’ 


Amen. 
F. W. Apams; contr. by O. K. 


oo 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Third Sunday in Lent. 
Luxe 11, 14—28. 

This Gospel mentions the devil and evil spirits. Ifa man wants 
to be held up to ridicule in our days and declared unbalanced in his 
mind, he must say that he believes in the existence of a devil and 
of evil spirits. In our days even many that claim to believe all that 
the Bible says will deny the personality of the devil and of evil 
spirits. To them the devil is the ‘‘abstract essence of evil,’’ and the 
numerous cases in which Christ cast out devils are to them but cases 
of some physical derangement, as epilepsy or insanity. But how 
can anyone believe the Bible and deny the personality of the devil? 
Everywhere the Bible speaks of the devil as an intelligent being, or 
a person. As to Christ’s casting out devils, is it not an outright 
perversion of facts to deny the existence of those evil spirits and to 
assume that those persons were simply insane, or that they had 
epileptic fits? V.24. If you deny the personality of the devil and 
evil spirits, you simply deny the Scripture and deceive yourself.— 
In our Gospel Jesus discourses on the devil’s kingdom and sets forth 
that He is the devil’s conqueror. 


THE DEVIL’S KINGDOM AND HIS CONQUEROR. 
I. The devil’s kingdom. 
II. The devil’s Conqueror. 


L 


As there is a kingdom of God, so is there a kingdom of the devil. 
Jesus says distinctly, ‘‘If Satan also be divided against himself, 
how shall his kingdom stand?”’ Three things pertain to a kingdom, 
a ruler, subjects, and a territory. 

a. The ruler in the devil’s kingdom is Satan, or the devil. In 
the Bible a distinction is made between the devil and demons. 
Properly speaking, there is but one devil, but there are many de- 
mons. This distinction is made in the beginning of our Gospel, 
vv. 14. 15. It was a demon which Jesus cast out, and that demon 
is distinguished from the chief of demons, the devil proper, Beelze- 
bub, Satan, etc. There is a realm of darkness, and the great ruler 
in that realm of evil is the devil. He is not the only evil spirit. 
He is but the prince of the angels that did not keep their first estate, 
Jude 6. Legions of evil angels fell with him. These are his sat- 
ellites, his subordinate attendants, Mark 5, 9. Eph. 6, 12. 

b. The subjects over whom Satan has dominion. By nature all 
men are subjects in the devil’s kingdom. When we are born into 
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this world, we are not born into God’s, but into the devil’s kingdom. 
We are born in sin, and where sin is, there is the devil’s kingdom. 
As long as you remain in your natural, unconverted state and have 
not been born again, you are the devil’s own, his loyal subject, 
vy. 23. There is no alternative: either you are with Christ, in God’s 
kingdom, or with the devil, and opposing God. The devil’s most 
conspicuous subjects are they that are bound with the fetters of gross 
sins, drunkards, adulterers, thieves, etc.; but you may lead the 
most exemplary life and yet be the devil’s subject. You belong to 
the devil, if you have not espoused the cause of Christ and gather 
not with Him. 

c. The devil also has a territory which he seeks to occupy and 
hold, and wherein he carries on his operations. The carefulness 
with which he rules in this territory is illustrated vv. 17.18. The 
devil has the machinery of his government in the most perfect run- 
ning order. The host of evil spirits is like a formidable army, well 
disciplined, every soldier in his place and observing his orders. The 
devil uses stratagem and the most cunning devices to accomplish 
his end to occupy and hold the human heart, vv. 24—26. The 
devil’s object is to fill the place of the damned, to get as many souls 
as possible to share his terrible doom. Not only does he lead his 
obedient servants from sin to sin, but even when a soul has been 
taken away from him, he does not give up hopes for that soul. 
Constantly does he lay snares for the Christians to seduce them into 
misbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice. He seeks to 
hold and to increase his territory, 1 Pet. 5, 8. 


Il. 

What could we poor mortals accomplish of our own power 
against the powers of darkness? Not a man could be saved if we 
stood alone in the battle against the prince of hell. But thanks be 
to God, Satan has found his Conqueror, the Captain of our salvation, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ° 

a. The fact that Jesus is the devil’s Conqueror, vv. 19—22. 
Jesus means to say, Do you suppose that the devil would be so 
foolish as to take me into his employ for the purpose of demolishing 
his own kingdom? No; the devil is like a strong armed man who 
seeks to keep his palace and does not willingly surrender what he 
possesses; but I am the stronger man who overcometh him and 
taketh from him all the armor wherein he trusted. I am the Son of 
God manifested for this purpose that I might destroy the works of 
the devil. 

b. How Jesus conquered the devil. It was not an easy task. 
The Son of God had to become man, suffer and die on the cross for 
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the sins of the world. He had to meet Satan on the field of his 
operations, in the world, and enter into a personal combat with him, 
that He might overcome him and redeem the fallen world. In this 
fierce struggle He sacrificed His life. The heel of the woman’s Seed 
was bruised; but the old serpent’s head was crushed. Christ rose 
again from the dead. Satan was utterly defeated and stripped of 
his power. He has no power over you, unless you willingly yield 
. to him and refuse to accept your salvation which Christ has procured 
for you in His victory over Satan. 

c. How we may conquer the devil in the power of Christ. It is 
true that the devil does not leave the field. He tempts, lays snares. 
He is like the defeated enemy who grinds his teeth for madness and 
breeds revenge. But if we trust in the Conqueror, if we believe in 
Christ, our Redeemer, we shall be endowed with strength from on 
high to resist the foe of our salvation and to defeat him in every 
attack. God has placed in our hands a weapon which never fails, 
vv. 27. 28. Christ Himself made use of the written Word of God 
when the devil tempted Him in the wilderness. So shall we put 
Satan to flight every time, if the Word of God be our sword, buckler, 
and shield, John 5, 39. Ps. 119,105. (Hymn: ‘‘Abide, O dearest 
Jesus,’’ 1. 2. 6.) Hos. 


The Suffering Obedience of the Messiah. 


A SERIES OF LENTEN OUTLINES ON OLD TESTAMENT TEXTS. 


I. 
Ps. 41, 5—9. (Ps. 69. 109.) 


Whence comes sin and evil? All endeavors of the wise of this 
world to answer this question have been in vain. God is not the 
author of sin. (Calvinism.) Scripture teaches that the devil, who 
of his own accord fell away from God, is the author of sin, and that 
Adam and Eve fell willing victims to his temptations. — Sin exists; 
it is a fact. But it exists without God’s will.— Yet, behold the 
adorable wisdom, providence, and power of God! For often He 
employs this very sin for the best of His children. See history of 
Joseph.— No doubt the greatest crime ever committed was the be- 
trayal and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Was this a 
mere accident, a freak of chance? No. God, foreseeing the villainy 
of Judas and the Jews, so directed matters that it served to accom- 
plish His wondrous plan of redemption. Unknowingly the wicked 
were obliged to assist in the execution of His blessed counsels of love 
and mercy. And lest we doubt this He made this fact known cen- 
turies before it came to pass through the mouth of His holy prophets. 
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MESSIAH BETRAYED BY ONE OF HIS OWN, AND THE DOOM OF 
THE TRAITOR. 

I. Messiah betrayed by one of His own. (As to Ps. 41 cf. John 
13, 18.) 

a. His enemies seek to kill Him, v. 5. 

b. One of His own becomes their tool, v.9: ‘‘Mine own familiar 
friend’’ (apostle); ‘‘trusted:’’ he had the bag; ‘‘eat of my bread ;’’ 
see Luke 22, 35. 

c. The traitor conceives the wicked plan, v.6: ‘‘His heart gath- 
ereth iniquity.”’ 

d. The traitor in secret conference with Messiah’s enemies, 
vv. 6. 7. 

e. He executes his plan, v.9: ‘‘Lifted up his heel against me.”’ 

f. The price he receives, Zech. 11, 13. 

Application: 1 Cor. 10, 12. 


My soul, be on thy guard; 

Ten thousand foes arise, 

And hosts of sins are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies, etc. 


II. The doom of the traitor. (As to Ps. 69 and 109 cf. Acts 1, 16.) 

a. He despairs in his sins, Ps. 69, 23. 

b. He commits self-murder, Ps. 69, 25; 109, 8. 13. 

c. He is damned, Ps. 69, 28; 109, 7. 

d. His office (‘‘bishopric,’’ Acts 1, 19) is given to another, Ps. 
109, 8. 

Application: Hebr. 10, 31; 12,17. 1 John 1, 7. 

We have seen that all the prophecies concerning the betrayal of 
the Messiah and the doom of His traitor were fulfilled to the letter 
in Jesus and in Judas, and therefore Jesus is the promised Savior of 
the world. See John 13,18: ‘‘That the Scripture may be fulfilled.” 


I. 
Ps. 69, 1—7. 


All men are sinners. What is sin? Sin is essentially gwilt, 
guilt before God, for it is rebellion against His majesty. Sin is dis- 
obedience against the holy will of God, and therefore it provokes 
Him to consuming anger and severe punishments. Man knows 
that he is guilty before God. His conscience bears witness to this 
fact. Hence man’s fear and trembling at the thought of meeting 
his God. Sin is the sting of death. Hence his fear of death. — 
Christ became the substitute of sinful mankind, and as such He 
took upon Himself their guilt and all the consequences thereof. 
Hence His agony in the garden, etc. — Let us consider this part of 
the suffering obedience of our Savior in the light of the word of 
prophecy (as to Ps. 69 cf. John 2,17; 15,25. Acts1,20. Rom. 15, 3): 
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THE MESSIAH IN THE AGONY OF DEATH. 
I. Let us behold Him in His agony. 
a. His piteous cries for help, vv. 1.5.6.13. Ps. 22,2; 88,14—17. 
 b. He is laid low in the dust of grief, vv. 2.3. Ps. 88, 6. 

c. He is forsaken by all: by God, Ps. 22,1; 69,20; by men, 
Ps. 69, 8. 20. 

Application: Hebr. 2, 17.18. Ps. 40, 7. 

II. Let us consider the cause and the fruit of His agony. 

a. The cause. Our sins, which the Lord had laid on Him as 
though they were His own, v. 4: ‘‘I restored... away;’’ v.9: ‘The 
reproach ... me;”’ Is. 48, 24: ‘‘Thou hast ... wearied me... in- 
iquities.”’ Cf. 2 Cor. 5,21. Ps. 40,12. (2 Sam. 7, 14.) Is. 53, 6. 

b. The fruit. The deed of Adam was undone, the tempter con- 
quered. Messiah’s agony the cause of our eternal joy and happi- 
ness, Ps. 69, 7.82.35; 180,8. Is. 53, 11. 

Application: ‘‘Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the Tempter’s 
power,’’ etc. ‘‘A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth,’’ vv. 1.3.—1 Cor. 
15, 55—57. 

III. 
Is. 50, 6. 

“I believe that Jesus Christ suffered under Pontius Pilate.’ 
This suffering was of a twofold nature, internal suffering of the soul 
and external suffering in the body. Both mental and bodily suffer- 
ings are the consequences of sin. The agonies of the soul are caused 
by the sense of being guilty before God and by the anticipation of 
His just punishments. Bodily afflictions and sufferings are the con- 
sequences, the wages of sin. They are indeed but the beginning of 
death. After our first parents had sinned, the Lord announced unto 
them that toil and trouble, sorrow and pain would be their lot until 
they would return to dust whence they were taken. — The wise of 
the world have asked in amazement: Whence this conflict in na- 
ture? Whence pain and distress, suffering and weeping? Whence 
decaying and corruption? Whence comes disease and death? But 
they sought in vain. They never succeeded in solving the problem. 
We know the answer: Rom. 5, 12.—Temporal sufferings and death 
are, however, but the beginning of eternal death with all its terrors. 
Had God not provided the means of escape, then the way of all 
mankind would have been from birth through temporal sufferings 
and death into the terrors of eternal damnation. But God in His 
mercy did provide these means of escape by the vicarious sufferings 
of His beloved Son, our Savior. The entire life of Jesus was a ‘‘way 
of the cross,’’ but especially the passto magna under Pontius Pilate. 
Let us behold His bodily sufferings which preceded His crucifixion 
in the light of the word of prophecy, etc. 
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MESSIAH SUFFERING IN HIS BODY. 
The prophets speak 

I. Of His sufferings. 

a. The Father announces the beginning of the sufferings, Zech. 
13,50 

b. The mob takes Him, Ps. 22, 16. 

c. He is brought into the assemblies of the wicked, Ps. 94, 21. 

d. They heap indignities upon Him, Is. 50, 6 (‘‘shame and 
spitting’’). 

e. They scourge Him, Is. 50,6: ‘‘I gave my back,” etc. ; 52,11. 

f. They condemn Him to death, Ps. 41, 7 (‘against me... 
hurt’’); also v. 5. 

II. Of the cause and the fruits of His sufferings. 

a. The cause; our sins, Is. 43,24.25. These sins God imputed 
unto Him, Is. 53,6: ‘The Lord hath laid... all.” And for these 
sins the Lord punished Him in our stead, Is. 53, 10: ‘‘It pleased 
the Lord... . grief.” 


My burden, in Thy passion, 

Lord, Thou hast borne for me, 
For it was my transgression 

Which brought this woe on Thee. 


b. The fruits. We are free from guilt, Is. 43,25; 44,22. We 
are free from punishment on account of our sins, Is.53,4.5: ‘‘Surely 
.. . iniquities.’”? Through His sufferings we have peace, Is. 53, 5: 
“The chastisement ... Him.” Healing of the soul, ib.: “With 
His stripes we are healed.’’ Righteousness before God, Is. 53, 11. 


There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 


IV. 
Ps. 22, 16. 


In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 


(For introductory remarks see Dr. Walther’s classic hymn in 
praise of the glory of the cross, the emblem of our redemption, in 
his Casual-Predigten, p. 245: ‘‘Is not the cross an emblem the sight 
of which makes us shudder .. . until my heart shall break in death 
I will not forsake thee.’’)— This cross, however, does not only send 
forth its glorious light in these days of the New Testament. For 
also the times of the Old Covenant were made bright by the brilliant 
rays which issue forth from Messiah’s wondrous cross. The faith- 
ful of old by faith beheld the glories of the cross as it gradually re- 


48 THE SUFFERING OBEDIENCE OF THE MESSIAH. 


N 


vealed its majestic form and its heavenly light in the hazy distance 
of the future. Messiah Himself held His cross before their eyes in 
all its saving beauty, in the words of prophecy, etc. 


MESSIAH CRUCIFIED. 


The ground upon which we now tread is hallowed ground. We 
are reminded of the words spoken to Moses out of the burning bush: 
“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.’? Remember, we are now about to ascend 
Golgotha and witness the immolation of the Lamb of God. O there- 
fore let us stand in deep devotion, and with silent awe behold our 
great Highpriest as He, robed in the scarlet vestments of His blood, 
Is. 68,2. Hebr. 9, 12, ascends the altar of the cross, bearing in the 
vessel of His body the sins of the world, 1 Pet. 2, 24, to offer up 
Himself as the great, all-sufficient sacrifice for the atonement of the 
transgressions of us all. On this sacrifice depends our eternal weal 
or woe. And, indeed, it must be a moment at once solemn and 
dreadful. For behold, the sun is veiled in darkness, the earth 
quakes in convulsions, all nature seems to groan in distress. How, 
then, could we be given to levity and frivolous unconcern when na- 
ture mourns, angels weep, and devils stand in awe! No, let us 
rather prepare ourselves for the following meditation by devoutly 
praying: ‘‘Jesus, I will ponder now on Thy holy Passion.’ (Engl. 
Hymnb. No. 70, 1.) 

I. Messiah’s crucifixion. 

a. Preparation, Ps. 69,21: ‘They gave... meat.’’ Cf. Matt. 
27,34: ‘‘He would not drink it.” Why not? Explain. 

b. The crucifixion proper, Ps. 22, 16.17. Zech. 13, 6. 

c. He was numbered with the transgressors, Is. 53, 198 

Application: Gen. 3,15 fulfilled. If you would derive true con- 
solation from His crucifixion, learn to say at every step: ‘‘For me! 
For me!” 

II. Messiah on the cross. 

. He is mocked, Ps. 22, 7.8.13. 

. He thirsteth, Ps. 22,15; they give Him vinegar, Ps. 69, 21. 
. His garments are made the prize of game of chance, Ps. 22,18. 
. He maketh intercession for His slayers, Is. 53, 12. 

. He suffereth the agonies of the damned, Ps. 22, 1. 
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f. He committeth His spirit into the hands of His heavenly 


Father, Ps. 31, 5. 
Application: Engl. Hymnb. No. 81. 74,10. ‘‘Tua ergo Passio, 
O pie Christe, ultimum meum refugium.’’ (Gerhard, Med. Sacr. VII.) 


(To be concluded.) JOAN 
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